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a miracle, it was this; whether to signalize it or to
bring it about. Thus it was that the fate of Babylon
was written on the wall of the banqueting hall; also
portents in the sky preceded the final destruction of
Jerusalem, and are predicted in Scripture as fore-
runners of the last day. Moreover our Lord's pro-
phecy of "the Sign of the Son of Man in heaven"^
was anciently understood of the Cross. And, further,
the sign of the cross was at the time, and had been
from the beginning, a received symbol and instru-
ment of Christian devotion, and cannot be ascribed
to a then rising superstition. Tcrtullian speaks of it
as an ordinary rite for sanctifying all the ordinary
events of the day; it was used in exorcisms; and,
what is still more to the point, it is regarded by St.
Justin, Tertullian, and Minucius as impressed with a
providential meaning upon natural forms and human
works, as well as introduced by divine authority into
the types of the Old Testament
. One would be inclined then to receive the wonder-
ful event in question on very slight evidence, if that
evidence were good as far as it went; and now let us
see what, and of what kind, is producible in its behalf*
it is on the whole sufficient, yet not without its diffi-
culties.

y On the sign of the Son of Man being understood of the
Cross by the Fathers, vid. G. Voss. Then. Theolog. xvi, 9,
Cornel, a Lapid. in lac, Matt, and Maldonat. in loc.